
English  
GRADUATE DEGREE

Thesis & Capstone tracks
first degree awarded 1985

STUDENT AGE

39  
avg. age

20%  
31-40

39%  
over 40

41%  
under 30

61  degree  
candidates

average  
class size  25

4.6/5  

avg. faculty rating

REASONS FOR PURSUING THE DEGREE

15% prep for grad school

27% advance career

21% career change

37% personal enrichment

LOCATION WHILE EARNING THE DEGREE

14%  Live in Massachusetts

80%  Live outside Massachusetts

6%  Live outside the United States

1-2  
# of courses 
most students 
take each term

74%  
of students are 
employed full-time 
while earning 
this degree

AND THE BEST PART WAS...

"  The first course I took at HES was the Proseminar, which terrified me and excited me in equal 
measure. It had been a long time since I had taken a college course, so it was like boot camp for 
me. The best part of returning to education is that all my ‘less than satisfactory’ study habits 
from undergrad were gone. Now I look forward to reading for class and love every writing 
assignment. Education is a gift now, not the burden I saw it as when I was younger." 

-Brandi Haas, ALM English

1/2unless otherwise indicated, data pertain to academic year 2023-2024



English
GRADUATE DEGREE

CERTIFICATE
• American Literature and Culture

average years of students’  
full-time work experience 16

61% have professional
experience in the field

LENGTH OF PROGRAM

most: 2-4 years
accelerated: 2 courses fall 
and spring, 1 in January and 
1 in summer

100% of recent graduates
would recommend
the program

DISCOVER MORE GRADUATE OUTCOMES 

AND GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

GRADUATES HAVE GONE ON 
TO CONTINUE THEIR STUDIES AT

• Tufts University
• University of Pennsylvania
• Harvard Graduate School of Education
• Boston University

WHERE SOME GRADUATES WORK

• Capital One
• CVS Health
• MassMutual
• American Airlines

SELECT JOB TITLES 
HELD BY OUR GRADUATES

• Publicist
• Social Media Manager
• Intelligence Analyst
• Artistic Director

GRADUATION RATE

73%

data pertain to academic year 2023-2024 2/2

https://carc.extension.harvard.edu/career-highlights/#english
https://careerservices.fas.harvard.edu/channels/hes-students/#uc_people_widget-3
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